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Hullo tvere 


C ly 1 J 3i 13 Ac: ion on Asbestos is a registered charity 
' 5 ly t ler. Since tie ■ * k year more th 

• 

be run by victims of asbestos in lutml support and counsel of 
■ : Hies . In the :e c ~ 

including Greenock and Clydebank - tiere is a 7 rimes hignar 
incidence of asbestos-related diseases than tie J.IC. average. 

*s ie , official' figure. T i ere is to coown cure for 

fi >rs is indestrutible. It is 
estimated that somewhere in tie region of 20,000 shipyard workers 
nave died sine'* to? sad of tv? 2nd Woe Id T 'ar from deadly 
illnesses like mesothelioma and asbestos-induced ling cancers. 
And due to tie long latency perio 1 of ties? diseases t ie peak of 
tie suffering will a at r? ic led foe a further generation. 

Liven the group got going and built on our knowledge of these 
diseases and tieir cause ve approached appropriate agenci?s and 
officia 1 bodies - including trades' anions - for recognition and 
support; and, incredibly, found that to one. would listen. Not 

tnat they weren't interested. The shipyard owners j id the 
controllers of tie asbestos industry had known for the best oirt 
of tp last 100 yenrs about the deadlv risks associate ^ with 
asbestos. Their only concern ns to keep the nolle and bvc 
workforce ignorant of i 5 * s devasti cts; countless workers 

and tieir families have now been contaminated. In pursuit of 
massive irofits these 'champions and raptai-is L lu r ' 

ensured that throughout toe 20th century asbsetos as 

i icorporated into to material infrastructure of t v* e itire 
:ld. is to 5uch m extent that ratting i 
aid stripping out teat which already exist? coul: 1 bankrupt 
:o i or ’1 ?s let alone lult inatio 

In taeir pursuit of knowledge and information on the subject 
asbestos victims and tieir supporters are lelning expose possibly 

. 

Indu , sorpor ? managements and insurance companies 

have joined lands /it'n government depart lents, the legal- 
profession and the medical nutoorities to form a chain of denial 


peg* 


1 


of 1 13 oroven caisil links between asbestos and a variety of 
pro passive, degenerating, in effect terminal, illnesses. 

Against overwhelming odds Cly.iesi.ie Action o i A ;h? -cos nave 
1 ill t : tie ific m3 na3Ic [ re earc Table, 

, : f U.S.A., 

Australia or South Africa; and ii the process we have triad to 
> ■; Wished a letwork of information across the worl . '? iave 

clear and conclusive proof af tie effects of asbestos, not only 
oo 1 1 * aeoola who have bean forced to work with it, hut on 
society at large. Asbestos has >een, and in many cases still is, 
a lias a material in numerous louseaold and commercial tornmo : , 

ranging from clothes to brake-shoes, from frost and sound 
insulation to its integral use in lower itatio , 

shtpbuildin , construction and even nuclear indu tries. In 
short, tirougn abuses and official misinformation, to? asbestos 
fibre is now in toe ecological system, carrying its 

indestructible poision throughout tie worth No longer do oaorte 
c t :h its ralat 1 llseases. 

Even so, but perhaps not surprisingLy, government support 
remains unfortneoming, and victims are left isolated and 
recognise . There isn't one solitary lospice in the whole of 

•; iera isn't one lost- t.oool l-e voted o research 

in tie wnole of the Unit ;dom. 

Cl y 1 >si ie Ac cion on Asbestos nas levelooed a structure of 
practical support For victims and its Glasgow office is one 
cmtral *HQ* for a number of concerned individuals and groups 
i S rot land end elsew i 2 re in tie U.[(. 

5 , mainly fr 

>ther victims, and ilso fund-raising ventures and events. But as 
achieve recognition an ever-increasing number if v i ct i is 
pproach is for support and counsel. We now hive more than 500 
members but many are far too ill to help in tie lay-to-day 
running if the group. Recently a few sympathetic individuals i i ! 
so ie rank and file trade union lembers iave lent support, both 
fin mci illy and ot ’ter ri.se. 

13 1 luild on this. As ii ht ie ?x acted all the usual 
rays of raising money lave been tried, but the Limitations of 
these single-event type efforts iave become obvious as the 

: ie problem 

' - 1 ' r> ■ Acti m > i A si ■ : > ? - * :o bull 

letwork m3 ipport itructure. It is crucial to realise 
important this is, gives that most of our -members are suffering 
from progressive illnesses and that tie future is always 
unenrtai . 

To achieve the necessary stability required we need more and 
more people who are not themselves victims of asbestos to 

iff -O Cly ?si 3 Action ji Asbestos. T 1 ■■ iv 7 erv 

sympathetic :i i 3o 1 1 ~i r ETt7 ' t rc iov m LI. 

The reason why we iave contacted your good self is quite 
straightforward; people like yourself ire 'notable personalities' 
woo iave the contacts and aLso to? oower to get more peooLe 
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together in support of genuinely worthy censes, in other words - 
whether you like i or lot! - r ou ire i mambec of the 'fav-and- 
far-bo tween-club * • MYi L ? tnere 3 few of is, lei > * . >y 3 few 
sympathetic supporters, who 11 la to tree care of t ie day-to-day 
work, it take tp * out-of-toe-ordin3ry * Like yourself .0 *ttc »ct 
3 - oport tv- publicity. 

o baling and no coercion aid 10 self righteous pleas, to 
•nice you fael guilty. Tie group simply asks that you affiliate 
to - t ie group. In itself that can be something special for this 

' 1 . , it* 

ns much camaraderie and kidology is you gat mywhare. So way not 
cont ict us and have so na fun and rail pleasure giving other folk 
! ring otnar help. But as 

said, that isn*t accessary and there won’t v? any ^uilt-trios 

• 

ffice is lown asgow's 'Briggait' - hall * 

r: 5 t and t re City Mortuary. 


Bast d.snes, 


Bert Connors 

* 


[fir 3 t 'notable personalities' approach! 3 ■ 1 confirmed 
tieir affiliation: Alasdair Gray, Tom Leonard, Jim Kalman 
Join Byrne, Brendan McLaughlin.] 
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